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(* Please stand as you are able)

PRELUDE OUR ACCOMPANIST MRS. YVONNE YOST

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen

* OPENING HYMN  “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer > (Green) LBW 343
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* APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

*HYMN OF PRAISE: “Glory to God”
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*SALUTATION
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P The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: O Almighty and most Merciful God, through your bountiful goodness,
keep us from all things that may hurt us, that we, being ready both in body
and soul, may cheerfully accomplish those things that you would have us
do. Grant this, we pray, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

CHILDREN DISMISSED FOR CHILDREN'S CHURCH

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18: 1-4, 25-32 (ESV)
The word of the LORD came to me: > “What do youmean by repeating this

proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes,
and the children's teeth are set on edge’? ® As1 live, declares the Lord GoD,
this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. * Behold, all souls are
mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul
who sins shall die. 2° “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” Hear
now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not
just? 26 When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and
does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall
die. 27 Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he
has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life.
28 Because he considered and turned away from all the transgressions that
he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. % Yet the house of
Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” O house of Israel, are my
ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 3°“Therefore 1 will
judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares
the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity
be your ruin.*' Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have
committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will



you die, O house of Israel? 3 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone,
declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.”

The Word of God for the people of God!
C: Thanks be to God!

PsaLm 25:1-10  (ESV) READ RESPONSIVELY BY VERSE
To you, O Lorbp, | lift up my soul.
20 my God, in you | trust;
let me not be put to shame;
let not my enemies exult over me.
3 Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame;
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
4 Make me to know your ways, O LORD;
teach me your paths.
>Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
for you | wait all the day long.
6Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.
”Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for the sake of your goodness, O LORD!
8 Good and upright is the LoRD;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9He leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble his way.
10 All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.

SECOND READING: Philippians 2: 1-18 (ESV)

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, > complete my joy
by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and
of one mind. * Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility



count others more significant than yourselves.  Let each of you look not
only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 3 Have this
mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, ® who, though he
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born
in the likeness of men. ® And being found in human form, he humbled
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
? Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name
that is above every name, '° so that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, "and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as
in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling, !? for it is God who works in you, both
to will and to work for his good pleasure."* Do all things without
grumbling or disputing, 'Sthat you may be blameless and innocent,
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, ¢ holding fast
to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did
not run in vain or labor in vain. ' Even if I am to be poured out as a drink
offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice
with you all. '8 Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.

The Word of God for the people of God!
C: Thanks be to God!

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, 21st chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, O  Lord

*THE HOLY GOSPEL: ST. MATTHEW 21:23-32 (ESV)

23 And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the
elders of the people came up to him as he was teaching, and
said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who
gave you this authority?” 2% Jesus answered them, “I also will
ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then | also
will tell you by what authority | do these things. 2° The baptism
of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?”
And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say,
‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe
him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From man,” we are afraid of the crowd,
for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 2’ So they answered
Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will |
tell you by what authority | do these things.?® “What do you
think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said,
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” ° And he answered,
‘l will not,” but afterward he changed his mind and went. 3° And
he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered,
‘I will, sir,” but did not go. 3" Which of the two did the will of his
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, | say
to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the
kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the way
of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you
saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe
him.

P: This is Gospel of our Lord.
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SERMON Pastor George Rhyne

*SERMON HYMN  “Dear Lord And Father Of Mankind”  (Green) LBW 506

* APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*RECEIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS



*THE OFFERTORY
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*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

*THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.
C: Amen



*SENDING HYMN “All Hail The Power Of Jesus’ Name” (Green) LBW 328

vs1-4
*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB127756.

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory
of Jacob Webb by his family.

We thank Pastor Rhyne for leading our service today.

Congregational meeting is October 4th. We will have two votes: to
extend an official call to Pastor Will Dulin and a second vote on the
compensation package for Pastor Dulin.

PBnJ Youth Group meets TODAY at 3:30 PM. All Kindergarten - 5th
Grade age children are invited to attend.

The Oneblood Big Red Bus will be in the parking lot during the October
breakfast on 10/17/26 from 8:00am to 1:00pm. Stay hydrated, eat
nutritious food, especially iron rich, bring a friend to breakfast and donate
together. Your one donation can save multiple lives!

Prayer List Reminder - Please ensure you are communicating with the
Prayer List email address PrayerCCLC@gmail.com as this will be the
only email address monitored for a period of time in October.

The PBnJ Youth Group will be continuing with birthday bags for the
Coltrane Life Center participants through the end of the year. Earlier in
the year we completed May - August and in August we completed
September & October bags. We are in need of the following items to be
able to do November & December bags: Word Searches,Coloring Books
Ink Pens, Colored Pencils, $5 Gift Cards to places like Hardee's or Chick
Fil A, Individual packs of Kleenex, Small Lotions

Thank you to everyone who has helped with this project. The
participants at the LIFE Center are very appreciative of these bags.
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We ask that you always have an individual’s permission before
requesting their name be added to our Prayer List.
Please send prayer list request additions or changes to
prayercclc@gmail.com by Tuesday 5PM.

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for all people... 1Timothy 2:1

In the Fellowship of Cross of Christ
Chris Goodman; Wayne Peck; Carl Pless, Jr.; Jasper Tidd; Rand Yost
Call Process prayer requests: 1) Cross of Christ Church; 2) Call Committee; 3)
Prospective pastors see our profile/video and consider a call here.

Shut-Ins
Bob and Joann Barrier; Brenda Barrier; Norman Goodman;
Nell Hatley; John Trull.

Friends of Cross of Christ

Lauren Banks (Friend of Meredith Harrison — MPHS English teacher —
Diagnosed with Breast cancer); Constance and Baby Boy Dulin (Scheduled C-
section for 9/30/2026); Josh Fabricius; April Funderburke; Shirley Furr (Friend
of Billie Barrier — Cancer diagnosis and start of chemotherapy); Lee Gorforth;

Candice Horton; Cynthia Horton; Gloria Mann; Alicia McQueen; Hayden

Polakowski; Eric Starling; Susan Starling; Andrew Stirewalt; Ruthie O’Brien;

Daniel Pless; Jacob Rodgers; Nick Smith; Bob Wilson; Candace Yates
Carolina Mission Region Seminarians: Cody Carpenter, Melanie Corn, Shane

Honig, Kyle Page, James Price

Serving in the Military
Eaven Allison (Fairbanks, Alaska)

General Prayer Concerns:
Ongoing Iran war impacts

Praise List:
e Carolyn Campbell — The Campbell and Cox families appreciate the
prayers during her recent surgery and additional testing.

** Please remember our shut-ins with a visit, phone call, card, or
email along with your prayers
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Today September 27,2026
Sunday Church School 9:00 AM
Family Worship Service 10:00 AM
PBnJ Meeting 3:30 PM

This Week

MON: 7 - 8:30 PM Soldiers of the Cross of Christ
Practice

NEXT SUNDAY

9:00 AM  Sunday Church School Classes
10:00 AM Holy Communion Service

Next Sunday's Readings

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 5: 1-7
Psalm 80: 7-19
Philippians 3: 4-14
St. Matthew 21: 33-46

www.crossofchristlutheranchurch.org
http://www.facebook.com/CrossofChristLutheranChurchConcord
ClericalTeam@Gmail.com

prayercclc@gmail.com
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