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4500 Rimer Rd, Concord, NC  28025
Church 704-782-8483


					
A NALC Congregation
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Welcome to worship at Cross of Christ!
In the Cross of Christ I glory [image: ]


Seventh Sunday After Pentecost
July 12, 2026



(* Please stand as you are able)

PRELUDE                                           OUR ACCOMPANIST     MRS. YVONNE YOST

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
                                                                               
*BRIEF  ORDER  FOR  CONFESSION  AND  FORGIVENESS

P: In the name of the Father, and of the [image: ] Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.    
C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the [image: ] Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen            

[bookmark: _Hlk113863022][bookmark: _Hlk116019216]* OPENING HYMN   “Praise To The Father ”     LBW 517

*APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.          
 C: And also with you.

*HYMN OF PRAISE: “Glory to God” 
[image: C:\Users\Pless\Documents\bulletins\LBW Services\HOLYCOM1\GRAPHICS.TIF\HC1G002.TIF]
*SALUTATION 
[bookmark: _Hlk113863050][image: A black and white image of a musical note

Description automatically generated]

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Richly inspire us, O Lord, to consider and accomplish what you see is good. For we know that we cannot live without you, but that with you, we shall prevail. And so, we pray through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
C: Amen

VBS Songs

CHILDREN DISMISSED FOR CHILDREN'S CHURCH     
    
[bookmark: _Hlk107899947][bookmark: _Hlk116019306]FIRST READING: Isaiah 55: 10-13   (ESV)
10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
    and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
    it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
    and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
12 “For you shall go out in joy
    and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
    shall break forth into singing,
    and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
    instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the LORD,
    an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

The Word of God for the people of God!       
C: Thanks be to God! 
[bookmark: _Hlk107899983][bookmark: _Hlk113863220][bookmark: _Hlk116019398]
PSALM 65: 1-13        (ESV)           READ RESPONSIVELY BY VERSE  
[bookmark: _Hlk107900114][bookmark: _Hlk113863250][bookmark: _Hlk116019482]Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion,
    and to you shall vows be performed.
2 O you who hear prayer,
    to you shall all flesh come.
3 When iniquities prevail against me,
    you atone for our transgressions.
4 Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your courts!
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house,
    the holiness of your temple!
5 By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness,
    O God of our salvation, the hope of all the ends of the earth
    and of the farthest seas;
6 the one who by his strength established the mountains,
    being girded with might;
7 who stills the roaring of the seas,    the roaring of their waves,
    the tumult of the peoples,
8 so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth are in awe at your signs. You make the going out of the morning and the evening to shout for joy.
9 You visit the earth and water it; you greatly enrich it; the river of God is full of water; you provide their grain,  for so you have prepared it.
10 You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges,
softening it with showers, and blessing its growth.
11 You crown the year with your bounty;
    your wagon tracks overflow with abundance.
12 The pastures of the wilderness overflow,
    the hills gird themselves with joy,
13 the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
    the valleys deck themselves with grain,
    they shout and sing together for joy.

[bookmark: _Hlk113863323]SECOND READING: Romans 8: 12-17       (ESV)
12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.

The Word of God for the people of God!       
[bookmark: _Hlk116019509][bookmark: _Hlk116019503]C: Thanks be to God!

*GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION [image: C:\Users\Pless\Documents\bulletins\LBW Services\HOLYCOM1\GRAPHICS.TIF\HC1G005.TIF]

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, 13th chapter.

[bookmark: _Hlk107900211][image: C:\Users\Pless\Documents\bulletins\LBW Services\HOLYCOM1\GRAPHICS.TIF\HC1G007A.TIF]

*THE HOLY GOSPEL: ST. MATTHEW 13: 1-9, 18-23      (ESV) 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6 but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 He who has ears, let him hear.” 18 “Hear then the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23 As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

P: This is Gospel of our Lord.
[image: C:\Users\Pless\Documents\bulletins\LBW Services\HOLYCOM1\GRAPHICS.TIF\HC1G008A.TIF]


SERMON                                            Pastor Carl Haynes


[bookmark: _Hlk106616999][bookmark: _Hlk107900258][bookmark: _Hlk113863387]*SERMON HYMN   “For The Beauty Of The Earth”   LBW 561

[bookmark: _Hlk116019551]




*APOSTLES' CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.    Amen


*RECEIVING  OF  OUR  TITHES AND OFFERINGS
*THE OFFERTORY   [image: C:\Users\Pless\Documents\bulletins\LBW Services\HOLYCOM1\GRAPHICS.TIF\2 non comm.tif]


*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

*THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
		thy kingdom come, 
		thy will be done, 
			on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
	and forgive us our trespasses, 
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
	and lead us not into temptation, 
		but deliver us from evil. 
	For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
		forever and ever. Amen

*BENEDICTION          
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.
C: Amen                                                                                                              

[bookmark: _Hlk116019700]*SENDING HYMN       “All Creatures Of Our God and King”    LBW 527
                                                              Vs 1-4
*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE                    

[bookmark: _Hlk107900416][bookmark: _Hlk113863654]                Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB127756.







The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by the congregation.
We would like to thank Pastor Carl Haynes for leading our service today.
Council Meeting is TODAY.
Our monthly fundraiser breakfast is this Saturday, July 18th. Come on out for a delicious country breakfast & fellowship with us!!

Thank you to all the volunteers and donations that helped make this years VBS a success.





























July 12, 2026
We ask that you always have an individual’s permission before 
requesting their name be added to our Prayer List. 
Please send prayer list request additions or changes to
 prayercclc@gmail.com by Tuesday 5PM.

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people…  1Timothy 2:1

In the Fellowship of Cross of Christ
Marsha Johnson; Wayne Peck; Carl Pless, Jr. (The Greens Cabarrus room 204); Rand Yost
Call Process prayer requests: 1) Cross of Christ Church; 2) Call Committee; 3) Prospective pastors see our profile/video and consider a call here.

Shut-Ins
Bob and Joann Barrier; Brenda Barrier; Norman Goodman; 
Nell Hatley; John Trull.

Friends of Cross of Christ
Family of David Preddy
Josh Fabricius (Georgia Burn Center – Plane crash survivor); April Funderburke; Lee Gorforth; Candice Horton; Cynthia Horton; Alicia McQueen; Hayden Polakowski (Georgia Burn Center - Plane crash survivor); 
Eric Starling; Susan Starling; Ruthie O’Brien; Daniel Pless; Jacob Rodgers; Nick Smith; Bob Wilson; Candace Yates
Carolina Mission Region Seminarians: Melanie Corn, Robert Dernbach, 
Lucas Safrit

Serving in the Military
Eaven Allison (Fairbanks, Alaska)

General Prayer Concerns:
· Ongoing Iran war impacts
· Prayers for rain
·  Areas impacted by recent earthquakes
Praise List
* Jasper Tidd – appreciates all the prayers for the healing of his foot.
*Jamison Nickols – we appreciate the prayers during his surgery and recovery.  God is good.

 ** Please remember our shut-ins with a visit, phone call, card, or email along with your prayers

Today  July 12, 2026
          Executive Council Meeting        8:30 AM
Sunday Church School                9:00 AM
Family Worship Service            10:00 AM







	This Week

MON:  7 – 8:30 PM Soldiers of the Cross of Christ   Practice 
SAT:      Monthly Breakfast   7:00-11:00 AM

	 
NEXT SUNDAY 
     9:00 AM    Sunday Church School Classes
   10:00 AM    Family Worship Service         
 

	     


                      
   


















Next Sunday's Readings
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 20: 7-13
Psalm 91: 1-16
Romans 6: 12-23
St. Matthew 10: 5, 21-33 













www.crossofchristlutheranchurch.org            http://www.facebook.com/CrossofChristLutheranChurchConcord
ClericalTeam@Gmail.com
prayercclc@gmail.com
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