
 
 

  
    

    

 

 
 

 

 

Welcome to worship at Cross of Christ! 

In the Cross of Christ I glory  

 
 

First Sunday After Epiphany 
Baptism Of Our Lord 

January 11, 2026 
 

A NALC Congregation 
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(* Please stand as you are able) 

 
PRELUDE                                           OUR ACCOMPANIST     MRS. YVONNE YOST 
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

                                                                                

*BRIEF  ORDER  FOR  CONFESSION  AND  FORGIVENESS 
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 

of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 

your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     

C: Amen 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen 
 

P: In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, 

and for His sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in 

Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the children of God and bestows 

on them the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen             
 

* OPENING HYMN      “Spirit Of God Descend ”       LBW 486 
 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.           

C: And also with you. 
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*KYRIE 

 
 



*HYMN OF PRAISE: “Glory to God”  

 
*SALUTATION  

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P: Almighty and everlasting God, by the baptism of your beloved Son you 

manifested your Triune nature and your will to save us. May we remember 

our own baptism so that we may daily die to sin and walk in newness of 

life; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
 

CHILDREN DISMISSED FOR CHILDREN'S CHURCH  

                      

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 42: 1-9   (ESV) 

Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 

delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the 

nations. 2 He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the 

street; 3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will 

not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice.4 He will not grow faint 

or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the 

coastlands wait for his law. 5 Thus says God, the Lord, who created the 

heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes 

from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk 

in it:6 “I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; 

I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for 

the people, a light for the nations,7 to open the eyes that are blind, to bring 

out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 

darkness.8 I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, 

nor my praise to carved idols. 9 Behold, the former things have come to 

pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth I tell you of 

them.” 
 

The Word of God for the people of God!  

C: Thanks be to God!  

 

PSALM 29: 1-11              (ESV)           READ RESPONSIVELY BY VERSE   

Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings,  
    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
    worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness.  



3 The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 
    the God of glory thunders, 
    the LORD, over many waters. 
4 The voice of the LORD is powerful; 
    the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; 
    the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
6 He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf, 
    and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
7 The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 
8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
    the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
9 The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth 
    and strips the forests bare, 
    and in his temple all cry, “Glory!” 
10 The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; 
    the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 
11 May the LORD give strength to his people! 
    May the LORD bless his people with peace! 
 
SECOND READING: ROMANS 6: 1-11    (ESV) 

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 

abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do 

you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism 

into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have 

been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with 

him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified 

with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that 

we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been 

set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we 

will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, 

will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the 

death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to 



God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God 

in Christ Jesus. 
 

The Word of God for the people of God!        

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

*GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd  chapter. 

 
*THE HOLY GOSPEL: ST. MATTHEW 3: 13-17      (ESV)  
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by 

him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by 

you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so 

now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 

consented. 16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from 

the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the 

Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and 

behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I 

am well pleased.” 
 

P: This is Gospel of our Lord. 

 
 



Sermon                                                                Larry Barbee 
 

*SERMON HYMN   “Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove”    LBW 475 

 

*NICENE CREED                                                                                           
We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  
        he came down from heaven;  
        by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
        he suffered death and was buried.  
        On the third day he rose again  
            in accordance with the Scriptures;  
        he ascended into heaven  
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
        and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
                         and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

 RECEIVING  OF  OUR  TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

 

 



*THE OFFERTORY    

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen 
 

*BENEDICTION           

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen                                                                                                               
 

*Sending Hymn        “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing"     LBW 221 
 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE                     
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB127756. 



 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory of 

Eunice Thomas by Larry Barbee and family. 

We would like to thank Larry Barbee for leading our service today. 

Today, January 11, 2026, we will start using our new wooden offering 

plates.  Given by Richard and Jodie Strube in memory of their parents 

Richard and Peggy Strube and Peggy Laney.  December council minutes 

emailed on 12.17.25 reference the need, and the wooden plates will be 

dedicated in the upcoming Dedication Service Sunday of all our recent 

new items through memorials and honorariums.    

A Thrivent Action Team is sponsoring a food drive for the Mt. Pleasant 

Food Bank in conjunction with our January breakfast.  Non-perishable 

food items will be collected through the end of January.  Currently the 

greatest needs are peanut butter, canned fruit, canned meat, soup, canned 

potatoes, canned beans of any kind, and juice.  Currently no green beans 

or corn are needed. Items in plastic, cans, or boxes are preferred.  Boxes 

will be down front on the pulpit side for collection and will also be beside 

the fire place at breakfast.  Please help spread the word to your family and 

friends that attend our breakfast. Thankyou. 

Ladies Bible Study! If you are interested in joining together with other 

women for Bible study, please contact Tracy Drye. We will meet twice a 

month on Wednesday evenings to study Ecclesiastes; the meetings will 

begin later in January. The study book will be provided. 

Candidate Meet and Greet 

When: Thursday, January 22 at 7PM 

Where: The Parish Hall 

Who: Republican candidates for State Legislature, County Commission, 

Judges, and Clerk of Court 

Come hear from the candidates themselves, learn where they stand, and 

ask questions! 

 

 

 



January 11, 2026 

We ask that you always have an individual’s permission before  

requesting their name be added to our Prayer List.  

Please send prayer list request additions or changes to prayercclc@gmail.com 

by Tuesday at 5PM. 

 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for all people…  1Timothy 2:1 
 

In the Fellowship of Cross of Christ 

Walker Drye; Roy Gray; Amy Preston 

Call Process prayer requests: 1) Cross of Christ Church; 2) Call 

Committee; 3) Prospective pastors see our profile/video and consider a 

call here. 

 

Shut-Ins 

Bob and Joann Barrier; Brenda Barrier; Harry and Dot Goodman; 

Norman Goodman; John and Linda Trull; Linda Wilson 

 

Friends of Cross of Christ 

LeaAnn Buckwell (Friend of Tamara Gray – continuing cancer 

treatment); April Funderburke; David Goforth; Lee Gorforth;  

Candice Horton; Cynthia Horton (Daughter of Roger and Linda Horton – 

Breast cancer surgery recovery); Jimmy Howard (Friend of Jerry Pless – 

Thyroid cancer); Alicia McQueen (Co-worker of Gail Leonard – 

complications with unborn child); Susan Starling; Daniel Pless; 

 Jacob Rodgers; Nick Smith; Max Vanderburg; Candace Yates 

 

Carolina Mission Region Seminarians: Melanie Corn, Robert Dernbach 

 

Serving in the Military 

Eaven Allison (Fairbanks, Alaska) 
 

 

 

 ** Please remember our shut-ins with a visit, phone call, card, or 

email along with your prayers 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
www.crossofchristlutheranchurch.org            

http://www.facebook.com/CrossofChristLutheranChurchConcord 

ClericalTeam@Gmail.com 

prayercclc@gmail.com 

Today  January 11, 2026 

Sunday Church School                9:00 AM 

Family Worship Service            10:00 AM 

          PBnJ/ CSI Youth Meeting           3:30 PM 
 

 

 

                This Week 

MON:  7 – 8:30 PM Soldiers of the Cross of 

Christ   Practice  

  

        
NEXT SUNDAY  

  9:00 AM     Sunday Church School Classes 

 10:00 AM    Family Worship Service          

                
   

 
       
 

 

                       

    

 

 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Second Sunday After Epiphany 

Isaiah 49: 1-7 

Psalm 40: 1-11 

1 Corinthians 1: 1-9 

St. John 1: 29-42 
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