
     
 

      
    

 
 

 

 
                                

Welcome to worship at Cross of Christ! 

In the Cross of Christ I glory  

 
Second Sunday In Lent 

March 1, 2026 
 
 

 

 

 

A NALC Congregation 
 

4500 Rimer Rd, Concord, NC  28025 
 Church 704-782-8483 
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(* Please stand as you are able) 
 

PRELUDE                                           OUR ACCOMPANIST     MRS. YVONNE YOST 
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

                                                                               

*BRIEF  ORDER  FOR  CONFESSION  AND  FORGIVENESS 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 

of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 

your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     

C: Amen 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. 

 Amen 
 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church 

of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 

of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen     

      

* OPENING HYMN         “The Church’s One Foundation”         LBW 369 
 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.           

C: And also with you. 
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*LENTEN KYRIE 

 
 

*SALUTATION  

 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P: Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of your humble servants 

and stretch forth the right hand of your majesty to be our defense against 

all our enemies. Grant this, we pray, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

C: Amen 
 

CHILDREN DISMISSED FOR CHILDREN'S CHURCH  

                         

FIRST READING: Genesis 12: 1-9                (ESV) 

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred 

and your father's house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make 

of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so 

that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who 

dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed.” 4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with 

him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed 

from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, 

and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they 

had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When 

they came to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the 

place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were 

in the land. 7 Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your 

offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who 

had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved to the hill country on the east 

of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. 

And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of 

the LORD. 9 And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 
 

The Word of God for the people of God!        

C: Thanks be to God!  
 

PSALM   121: 1-8              (ESV)            READ RESPONSIVELY BY VERSE   

I lift up my eyes to the hills. 
    From where does my help come? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, 
    who made heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot be moved; 
    he who keeps you will not slumber. 



4 Behold, he who keeps Israel 
    will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5 The LORD is your keeper; 
    the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 
6 The sun shall not strike you by day, 
    nor the moon by night. 
7 The LORD will keep you from all evil; 
    he will keep your life. 
8 The LORD will keep 
    your going out and your coming in 
    from this time forth and forevermore. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 4: 1-8, 13-17       (ESV) 

 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according 

to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to 

boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture 

say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 

righteousness.” 4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as 

a gift but as his due. 5 And to the one who does not work but believes 

in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as 

righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to 

whom God counts righteousness apart from works:7 “Blessed are those 

whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 8 blessed is 

the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”13 For the promise 

to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not 

come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is 

the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the 

promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no 

law there is no transgression.16 That is why it depends on faith, in order 

that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—

not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith 

of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17 as it is written, “I have made 

you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he 

believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that 

do not exist. 
 

The Word of God for the people of God!        

C: Thanks be to God! 



*LENTEN GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION  

 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter. 

 

 
*THE HOLY GOSPEL: ST. JOHN 3: 1-17      (ESV)  

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 

Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 

that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that 

you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say 

to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of 

God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? 

Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus 

answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 

Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the 

flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel 

that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it 

wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from 

or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered 

him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these 

things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear 

witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I 

have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe 

if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he 

who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted up 

the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that 



whoever believes in him may have eternal life.16 “For God so loved the 

world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 

not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 

through him. 

 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 
 

SERMON                                                              Pastor Carl Haynes 

 

*SERMON HYMN   “My Faith Looks Up To Thee”            LBW 479 

 

*APOSTLES' CREED    

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.    Amen 
 

* BLESSING OF LAY COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 RECEIVING  OF  OUR  TITHES AND OFFERINGS 



*THE OFFERTORY   

 

 
 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first give us ourselves, 

our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them 

for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                              

 

 

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
 

 

 
 
 

 



*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,  

 that all those who believe in him  

 should not perish, but have eternal life.  

We give thanks to you  

 for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,  

 that we may receive our Lord with a living faith  

 as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed,  

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

 Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come,  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen 
 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE HOLY SACRAMENT

 



COMMUNION HYMNS                                                           WOV 740 & 709 
 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen 
 

*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE: “Lord, now let your servant” 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy 

you would strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and fervent 

love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.    

C: Amen 
 

 



*BENEDICTION           

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace. 

C: Amen                                                                                                               
 

*SENDING HYMN            “Lead On O King Eternal "          LBW 495 
 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE                     
                Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB127756. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Sunday in Lent  

Our God is faithful and his promises are trustworthy and true. In return 

for his abiding love, He calls us to faithfulness to him. Abram was called 

away from home to start life anew under the protection of God. His 

faithful obedience to the Lord is lifted up as an example by St. Paul 

thousands of years later as the apostle teaches the church in Rome to 

rely on God, who will lead them in all of his ways. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Frank 

and Doris Kluttz by Kim Aldridge. 
 

Council Meeting today after service at 11:00 AM. 

Eleven Congregational members attended a "Lay Person Communion 

Class" Instructed by Pastor Carl Haynes.  They will be installed today 

during the service. Our newly formed Visitation Task Force - Linda 

(Chair) and Roger Horton, Larry Barbee, Robin Drye, Joyce Harkins will 

visit and commune our shut-ins and upon request as needed.  Our 

Communion Assistants Melvin Bost, Tom Harkins, Jodie Strube and Chris 

Pless.  And two backups; James Bailey and Rhonda Drye.   

Anyone interested in joining the church, please meet the Parlor right, after 

the service, TODAY 3.1.26 for a short discussion with Pastor Carl 

Haynes.   There is a new member group already started.  If you are 

interested and cannot meet today, please contact James Bailey.  
 

Daylight Savings starts THIS Saturday, so move your clocks ahead 1 HOUR 

by midnight. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



March 1, 2026 

We ask that you always have an individual’s permission before  

requesting their name be added to our Prayer List.  

Please send prayer list request additions or changes to 

 prayercclc@gmail.com by Tuesday 5PM. 
 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for all people…  1Timothy 2:1 

 

In the Fellowship of Cross of Christ 

Kay Barbee; Chuck Drye; Dorothy Goodman; Harry Goodman;  

Doris Kluttz; Frank Kluttz; John Trull; Linda Trull 

Call Process prayer requests: 1) Cross of Christ Church; 2) Call Committee; 

3) Prospective pastors see our profile/video and consider a call here. 
 

Friends of Cross of Christ 

Pastor Charles Barrier; Atlas Baucom; Pastor Gene Bost;  

LeaAnn Buckwell; Jerry Cain; Bill Carpenter (Tom Harkins Brother-in-Law 

– Carotid Artery surgery in NY on March 1); Pastor Randall Cauble;  

Luke Cranford; Brynn Fesler; Wanda Floyd; David Gandy; David Goforth;  

Lee Goforth; Annette Heller; Candice Horton; Greg Houston;  

Melanie Hudson; Jane Jansen; Natalie Justice; Melissa Krumbien;  

Kaye and Gerry Litzinger; Susie Moore; Karen Morgan; Hank Morris; 

Lettie Reid; Blake Rogers; Nick Smith; Susan Starling; Phillip Teeter; 

Candace Yates; Vickey Belk Young. 
 

Serving in the Military 

Eaven Allison (Fairbanks, Alaska) 
 

General Prayer Concerns: 

Recent flood victims 
 

Praise List: 

* Robin Drye – Thank you for your many prayers for my shoulder surgery, 

healing and physical therapy to be successful.  Your prayers were heard and 

I have recovered well. 

* Tom Harkins – Appreciated all the prayers. 

 
 ** Please remember our shut-ins with a visit, phone call, card, or email 

along with your prayers 
 

mailto:prayercclc@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.crossofchristlutheranchurch.org            

http://www.facebook.com/CrossofChristLutheranChurchConcord 

ClericalTeam@Gmail.com 

prayercclc@gmail.com 

 

Today March 1, 2026 

Executive Council Meeting            8:30 AM 

          Sunday Church School                   9:00 AM 

Holy Communion Service            10:00 AM 

Council Meeting                           11:00 AM 

           

 

 

       
This Week 

MON:  7 PM    Soldiers of Christ Practice  

SAT Midnight: MOVE YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD  1 

HOUR 

 

 

NEXT SUNDAY  

  9:00 AM     Sunday Church School Classes 

 10:00 AM    Worship Service    

     

                
   

 
       
 

 

                       

    

 

 

Next Sunday's Readings 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 17: 1-7 

Psalm 95: 1-9 

Romans 5: 1-8 

St. John 4: 5-30, 39-42 
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