
 

 
 

   

 
 

 

 
                                

 

            Welcome to worship at Cross of Christ! 

                In the Cross of Christ I glory  

 
 

Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost 
              November 16, 2025 

 

 

 

The Rev. Marty Ramey, Interim Pastor 
A NALC Congregation 

 

    4500 Rimer Rd, Concord, NC  28025 
Church 704-782-8483 
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(* Please stand as you are able) 

 
PRELUDE                                           OUR ACCOMPANIST     MRS. YVONNE YOST 
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

                                                                                

*BRIEF  ORDER  FOR  CONFESSION  AND  FORGIVENESS 
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     

C: Amen 

 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 

if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen 

 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 

sins, in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen             

 

* OPENING HYMN      “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”       WOV 771 

 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.           

 C: And also with you. 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE: “Glory to God”  

 
 



*SALUTATION  

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P: Lord God, rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit, that while 

keeping the end of all things in mind, we may be stirred up to holiness in this life and 

come to be with you forever in that life to come. Grant this, we pray, through Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE FROM PASTOR RAMEY 
 

CHILDREN DISMISSED FOR CHILDREN'S CHURCH        
 

FIRST READING:  Malachi 4: 1-6    (ESV) 

“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all 

evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says 

the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2 But for 

you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. 

You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3 And you shall tread down the 

wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, 

says the LORD of hosts. 4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and 

rules that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. 5 “Behold, I will send you Elijah 

the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 6 And he will turn 

the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I 

come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.” 
 

The Word of God for the people of God!        

C: Thanks be to God!  

 
PSALM 98: 1-9     (ESV)             READ RESPONSIVELY BY VERSE   

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 

His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
2 The LORD has made known his salvation; 

    he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
4 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

    break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 



5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 

    with the lyre and the sound of melody! 
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

    make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

    the world and those who dwell in it! 
8 Let the rivers clap their hands; 

    let the hills sing for joy together 
9 before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity. 
 

SECOND READING: 2 Thessalonians 3: 1-13       (ESV) 

Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be 

honored, as happened among you, 2 and that we may be delivered from wicked and 

evil men. For not all have faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you 

and guard you against the evil one. 4 And we have confidence in the Lord about you, 

that you are doing and will do the things that we command. 5 May the Lord direct 

your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ. 6 Now we command 

you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from 

any brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you 

received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, 

because we were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone's bread 

without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day, that we might 

not be a burden to any of you. 9 It was not because we do not have that right, but to 

give you in ourselves an example to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we 

would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. 11 For 

we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, 

but busybodies. 12 Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus 

Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 13 As for you, brothers, do 

not grow weary in doing good. 

 

The Word of God for the people of God!        

C: Thanks be to God! 

*Gospel  Acclamation 

 



P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 21st chapter. 

 
*THE HOLY GOSPEL: ST. Luke 21: 5-36    (ESV)  
5 And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones 

and offerings, he said, 6 “As for these things that you see, the days will come when 

there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown 

down.” 7 And they asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be 

the sign when these things are about to take place?” 8 And he said, “See that you are 

not led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is 

at hand!’ Do not go after them. 9 And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not 

be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end will not be at once.” 
10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and 

pestilences. And there will be terrors and great signs from heaven. 12 But before all 

this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the 

synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors for my 

name's sake. 13 This will be your opportunity to bear witness. 14 Settle it therefore in 

your minds not to meditate beforehand how to answer, 15 for I will give you a mouth 

and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand 

or contradict. 16 You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives 

and friends, and some of you they will put to death. 17 You will be hated by all for 

my name's sake. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your endurance you 

will gain your lives.20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know 

that its desolation has come near. 21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the 

mountains, and let those who are inside the city depart, and let not those who are out 

in the country enter it, 22 for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is 

written. 23 Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants 

in those days! For there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath against this 

people. 24 They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive among all 

nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of 

the Gentiles are fulfilled. 25 “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and 

on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the 

waves, 26 people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the 

world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then they will see the 

Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things 

begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 

drawing near.” 
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P: This is Gospel of our Lord. 

 
SERMON “STRAIGHTEN UP!”       Pastor Marty Ramey 
 

*SERMON HYMN      “Rejoice, The Lord Is King!”      LBW 171 

 

*APOSTLES' CREED    

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.    Amen 
 

*RECEIVING  OF  OUR  TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

*THE OFFERTORY   

 



*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen 

 
*BENEDICTION           

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace. 

C: Amen                                                                                                               
 

*SENDING HYMN       “Blessed Assurance”     WOV 699 

                                                                                           

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE                     
                Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB127756. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Elmer and Efford 

Bost by the Bost Family. 

 

This is last Sunday to donate to Outreach Committee food drive for Mt 

Pleasant Food Bank.  
 



 

Our next Blood Drive with One Blood is during our next monthly breakfast on 

November 15th. And eat iron enriched food. See Jodie if you need help signing up.  

NOAH will meet tomorrow at 6:30PM. 

 

Coltrane LIFE Center is having a Thanksgiving Bake Sale on Thursday 

November 20th 8AM until. We’ll have lots of homemade goodies. If you can 

donate or purchase items we’d appreciate it. Thank you for your support. 

 

The Outreach Committee is sponsoring Toys for Tots this year. The boxes will be 

at the back of the sanctuary. New, unwrapped toys for all ages are needed. Our 

church will collect toys through Dec. 7th. Just think of the smiles on the children’s 

faces this Christmas morning. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

The 2026 Flower Calendar has been placed in the mail room.  Please mark any dates 

that you would like for flowers. The cost is still $64 for both vases. If a date you 

would like is already taken, talk with the person who signed up and split that 

Sunday.  One vase is $32.   

 

If you have any changes to addresses, phone numbers, or email address for the 

CCLC 2025 / 2026 Annual Yearbook, please get those changes to the Historical 

Comm, Rhonda Drye or Jodie Strube. Committee chairs, event leaders, group leaders 

please start preparing your year-end summaries.  If you have any questions, please 

contact us.   

 

We will be placing Poinsettias in the sanctuary on Sunday, December 21st .  If you 

would like to place one or several in honor or in memory of a loved one, please let 

Meredith know by Sunday, December 7th.  The cost this year is $10.  Money should 

be placed in the offering plate and information about plants should be given to 

Meredith.  Thank you! 

 

SHARING SHEPHERDS  Please bring all gifts to the church by Monday, 

December 1st. We will travel to West Virginia on Saturday, December 13th, to 

deliver gifts, grocery cards, electric bill vouchers, and Bibles to the families. See 

Pastor Ramey for details or questions. 

 

November Stewardship Awareness -  

excerpt from theNALC.org - The Indescribable Joy of Giving 

Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than receive” (Acts 20:35). And he was 

absolutely right. Paul said, “God loves a cheerful (joyful) giver” (2 Corinthians 

9:7). Joy-filled giving warms the heart. It is contagious, and it has the power to 

transform the human heart. Joy is released in us when we put God and others first 

in our lives. 

Generous God, teach us to be joyful givers, recognizing that all we have comes 
from you in the first place. May we use the gifts you’ve graciously given us for the 

sake of the world you love, so that all would come to know your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.  Amen. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



November 16, 2025 

We ask that you always have an individual’s permission before  

requesting their name be added to our Prayer List.  

Please send prayer list request additions or changes to 

 prayercclc@gmail.com by Tuesday 5PM. 
 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for all people…  1Timothy 2:1 
 

In the Fellowship of Cross of Christ 

Tim Aldridge (Hip surgery on 11/17/25); Roy Gray; Dorothy Goodman; 

Harry Goodman; Norman Goodman; Amy Preston; John Trull; 

 Linda Trull. 

Call Process prayer requests: 1) Cross of Christ Church; 2) Call 

Committee; 3) Prospective pastors see our profile/video and consider a 

call here. 

 

Friends of Cross of Christ 

J.D. Almond; Pastor Charles Barrier; Deena Bost; Pastor Gene Bost; 

Myra Bost; LeaAnn Buckwell;  Pastor Randall Cauble;  

Pastor Tom Corbell; Arnold Cranford (Grandfather of Dylan Ennis – 

Hospice care); Luke Cranford; Ed Duncan (Friend of Rusty and Rhonda 

Drye); Vicky Floyd; David Gandy; Marty Gandy; David Goforth;  

Lee Goforth; Barbara Hamilton; Annette Heller; Candice Horton;  

Greg Houston; Jimmy Howard (Friend of Jerry Pless – Thyroid cancer); 

Melissa Krumbien; Gerry Litzinger; Susie Moore; Karen Morgan;  

Hank Morris; Daniel Pless; Lettie Reid; Blake Rogers; Jacob Rodgers; 

Nick Smith; Susan Starling; Veronica Williams; Candace Yates;  

Vickey Belk Young. 

 

Serving in the Military 

Eaven Allison (Fairbanks, Alaska) 

 

General Prayer Concerns: 

Rimer Fire Department 
 

 ** Please remember our shut-ins with a visit, phone call, card, or email 

along with your prayers 
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www.crossofchristlutheranchurch.org            

http://www.facebook.com/CrossofChristLutheranChurchConcord 

ClericalTeam@Gmail.com 

prayercclc@gmail.com 

 

Today  November 16, 2025 

         Sunday Church School                    9:00 AM 

         Family Worship Service                10:00 AM 

          
 

 

  

This Week 

MON:  7 – 8:30 PM Soldiers of the Cross of Christ   

Practice  

MON:   6:30 PM  NOAH prayer shawl 

 

NEXT SUNDAY  

     9:00 AM    Sunday Church School Classes 

   10:00 AM    Family Worship Service     
    

  
 
       
 

 

                       

    

 

 

Next Sunday's Readings 

Christ The King Sunday 

Malachi 3: 13-18 

Psalm 95: 1-7 

Colossians 1: 13-20 

St. Luke 23: 27-43 
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