Cross of Christ Lutheran Church

NALC

4500 Rimer Rd, Concord, NC 28025
Church 704-782-8483 Parish Hall 704-795-0445
Parsonage 704-786-3643

The Rev. Rafe Allison, Pastor

Silent Night, Holy Night

Welecome to wonstii at (rose of (hnior!
D the Croco of Chniot 7 glory T

Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Eve
December 24, 2020

OUR ACCOMPANIST MRS. RHONDA DRYE

45 Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful‘
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I Oh,come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um - phant! Ol
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, Light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex - ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this hap - py morn - ing;
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come ye, oh, come. . ye to Beth - - hem;

Born of a vir < gm B mor - tal h(, comes;
Sing, all ye cit -i-2zens of heav - en a - bove!
Jeo = sus, fdo- gheen-: be « ¢ gl - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa -~ ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God. . . . In. . . the -« highi - &t
Word  of the Fa. - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing;
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Oh, come, let us a - dore him, Oh, come, let us a - dore him,
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a - dore Christ the Lord!
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Oh, come, let us him,
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GREETINGS

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the
brightness of the true Light.

Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence
and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your
only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 7:10-14 ESV

19 Again the LorD spoke to Ahaz: **“Ask a sign of the LoRD your God;
let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 2But Ahaz said, “I will not
ask, and 1 will not put the LORD to the test.” ** And he said, “Hear then, O
house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my
God also? ¥ Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold,
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel.

Here ends the reading.

SECOND READING: 1 JOHN 4: 7-16 ESV

"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever
loves has been born of God and knows God. ® Anyone who does not love
does not know God, because God is love. °In this the love of God was
made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so
that we might live through him. *° In this is love, not that we have loved
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins. " Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another. ** No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides
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in us and his love is perfected in us.™* By this we know that we abide in
him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. ** And we have
seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the
world. ¥ Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in
him, and he in God. ** So we have come to know and to believe the love
that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in
God, and God abides in him.

Here ends the reading.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2™ Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

*THE HOLY GOsPEL: ST. LUKE 2:1-20 (KJV)

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from
Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was
first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) *And all went to be
taxed, every one into his own city. “And Joseph also went up from
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of
David) °To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.
®And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished
that she should be delivered. “And she brought forth her firstborn son, and
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because
there was no room for them in the inn. 2And there were in the same
country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. >And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of
the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. °And the
angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people. **For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. *?And this shall be a
sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying
in a manger. **And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, and saying, **Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good will toward men. *>And it came to pass, as the
angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to
another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is
come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. **And they came
with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.
Y"And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which
was told them concerning this child. *And all they that heard it wondered



at those things which were told them by the shepherds. **But Mary kept
all these things, and pondered them in her heart. ®’And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard
and seen, as it was told unto them.

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR RAFE ALLISON

*RESPONSE TO THE WORD
In Christ you have heard the Word of truth, the Gospel of your salvation.
We believe in Him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit.
Living together in trust and in hope, we confess our faith:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
Build yourselves up on you most holy faith;

pray in the Holy Sprit (Jude 20)
Keep yourselves in the love of God;
look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21)

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:

Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new
(2Corinthians 5:17)

God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.

Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and

unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that

we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of

your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

Amen

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to given Him thanks and praise.

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

*THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen



ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT & CANDLE LIGHTING
NOTE: Bring your candle forward with you. After you have received
the bread and the wine light your candle from the one on the
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*CANDLELIGHT HYMN “Silent Night, Holy Night!”

Silent Night, Holy Night! 65

| Joy to theworld, the Lord is come! Let earth re - ceive its
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav -ior reigns! Let all their songs em -
3 No more let sin  and sor - row grow Nor thorns in - fest  the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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i e e ploy, While fields  and floods, rocks, hills, and
ground; He  comes to make his  bless - ings
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vir - gin moth - er and child. Ho - ly 1In - fant, so ten - der and mild, ¥ ! ! ! g ' '
stream from heav - en a - far, Heavn-ly hosts ... sing, Al - le-lu - ia!
beams from your ho-ly face, With the dawn of re-deem - ing grace, -
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| * = ¢ .. | room And heav’n and na - ture sing, And heav'n and na - ture
| plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound - ing
| "D [ o flow Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is
% iz_i 2 o N —— ness And won-ders of his love, And won-ders of his
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Sleep in heav - en-ly  peace, Sleep  in heav - en-ly peace. - o 1 o i s
Christ, the Sav - ior, is  born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born! { ; — = ' ;
Je - sus, Lord, at your ;hm, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.
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u B sing, And  heav'n, and heav’n and na - ture  sing
Joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing  joy.
*BENEDICTION found, Far  as, far as the curse is  found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. .
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*SENDING HYMN (TURN THE PAGE)
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB127756.







