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(* Please stand as you are able)

PRELUDE OUR ACCOMPANIST MRS. YVONNE YOST

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen

*OPENING HYMN “We Three Kings” WOV 646

* APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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*HYMN OF PRAISE: “This is the Feast”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Almighty and everlasting God, direct our actions according to your good
pleasure, that in the name of your beloved Son, we might be made to abound
in good works. Grant this, we pray, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives

and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

CHILDREN DISMISSED FOR CHILDREN'S CHURCH

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3: 4-15 (ESV)
4 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high

place. Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. > At
Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said,
“Ask what I shall give you.” ® And Solomon said, “You have shown great
and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because he walked
before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart
toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love
and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day.’ And now,
O LorD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my



father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or
come in. ¥ And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have
chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for
multitude. ? Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern
your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to
govern this your great people?” '°It pleased the Lord that Solomon had
asked this. ' And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and
have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies,
but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what 1is
right, 2 behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a
wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and
none like you shall arise after you. *1 give you also what you have not
asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you,
all your days. '* And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and
my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen
your days.” ® And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he
came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord,
and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for
all his servants.

The Word of God for the people of God!
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM 119:97-104 (ESV) READ RESPONSIVELY BY VERSE
970h how | love your law! It is my meditation all the day.
9% Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies,
for it is ever with me.
9] have more understanding than all my teachers,
for your testimonies are my meditation.
1001 understand more than the aged,
for | keep your precepts.
101 hold back my feet from every evil way,in order to keep your word.
102| do not turn aside from your rules, for you have taught me.
103 How sweet are your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!
104 Through your precepts | get understanding;
therefore | hate every false way.



SECOND READING: Ephesians 1: 3-14 (ESV)
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed

us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as
he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and blameless before him. In love ° he predestined us for adoption
to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his
will, Sto the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us
in the Beloved. ’In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, ® which
he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight ® making known!® to us the
mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ
19as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in Christ, things in
heaven and things on earth in him.''In him we have obtained an
inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who
works all things according to the counsel of his will, ?so that we who
were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. '* In him
you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,
and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, '*
is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the
praise of his glory.

who

The Word of God for the people of God!
C: Thanks be to God!

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*THE HOLY GOSPEL: ST. LUKE 2: 40-52 (ESV)
%0 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the

favor of God was upon him.*! Now his parents went to Jerusalem every
year atthe Feast of the Passover. > And when he was twelve years
old, they went up according to custom. ** And when the feast was ended,
as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His
parents did not know it, ** but supposing him to be in the group they went
a day's journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives
and acquaintances, * and when they did not find him, they returned to
Jerusalem, searching for him. 6 After three days they found him in the
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them
questions. *” And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and
his answers. *® And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And
his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your
father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” ** And he said
to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be
in my Father's house?” °* And they did not understand the saying that he
spoke to them. °! And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and
was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in
her heart. > And Jesus increased in wisdom and in staturel® and in favor
with God and man.

This is Gospel of our Lord.
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SERMON Reverand Carl Haynes

*SERMON HYMN “Songs Of Thankfulness” LBW 90

*NICENE CREED

C: We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
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eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

RECEIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
*THE OFFERTORY
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pres- ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER

P: Let us pray. Merciful Father,
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first give

us ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

*THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

ADMINISTRATION OF THE HOLY SACRAMENT
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COMMUNION HYMNS WOV 740 & 709

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C: Amen

*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE: “Thank the Lord”
N

L e
y | | | | I

ANAV ] | I | | | =

o ' T &
Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.

0

i e e E————
S = |
Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name.
8] .
I | | y I I ) !
I ] kTt
8- P | I I I
ANAV | | | | e
!) T T T I
He re-calls his prom-is - es and leads his peo- ple forth in joy with
N . .
VA I P I ! I-'I f I
'Pﬁk # J P i P ‘ P I I
\J/ ! i | I~.‘I ! i 7]

N
shouts of thanks-giv- ing. Al-le - Iu - ia. Al-le- Ju - ia.



PosT COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy
you would strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and fervent

love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

*BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.
C: Amen

*SENDING HYMN “Thine Is The Glory" LBW 145

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB127756.



The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God given by the congregation.

We thank Rev. Carl Haynes for leading our service today.
Council Meeting today after service at 11:00 AM.

The PBnJ Youth Group will meet next Sunday at 3:30PM. Kindergarten -
5th Grade are invited to attend.

The CSI Youth Group will also meet next Sunday at 3:30-5 PM. 6™ grade
and up including college age are invited to attend. CSI will meet on the
second and fourth Sunday each month.

Ladies Bible Study! If you are interested in joining together with other
women for Bible study please contact Tracy Drye. We will meet twice a
month on Wednesday evenings to study Ecclesiastes; the meetings will begin
later in January. The group will use the following book; it is currently $4.95
on Christianbook.com, and will need to be purchased individually:

Today is the deadline for any changes / updates for our Annual
Yearbook. Please submit to Rhonda Drye or Jodie Strube.



January 4, 2026
We ask that you always have an individual’s permission before
requesting their name be added to our Prayer List.
Please send prayer list request additions or changes to
prayercclc@gmail.com by Tuesday 5PM.

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for all people... 1Timothy 2:1

In the Fellowship of Cross of Christ
Walker Drye; Roy Gray; Amy Preston.
Call Process prayer requests: 1) Cross of Christ Church; 2) Call Committee; 3)
Prospective pastors see our profile/video and
consider a call here.

Shut-Ins
Bob and Joann Barrier; Brenda Barrier; Harry and Dot Goodman;
Norman Goodman; John and Linda Trull; Linda Wilson

Friends of Cross of Christ

April Funderburke (Friend of Susan Caudle); David Goforth (Friend of Carl
Pless); Lee Goforth (Friend of Carl Pless); Candice Horton (Daughter of Roger

and Linda Horton); Cynthia Horton (Daughter of Roger and Linda Horton —
Breast cancer surgery on 1/6/26); Susan Starling (Daughter of Roger and Linda

Horton); Daniel Pless (Son of Carl Pless); Jacob Rodgers (Friend of Susan

Caudle); Nick Smith (Friend of Susan Caudle); Max Vanderburg (Friend of

Susan Caudle — Cancer); Candace Yates (Cousin of Sharon Duncan — Lung

cancer that has now spread to her brain; radiation started)

Carolina Mission Region Seminarians: Melanie Corn, Robert Dernbach

Serving in the Military
Eaven Allison (Fairbanks, Alaska)

Praise List:
* Pastor Charles Barrier will complete his immunotherapy in January. The
blood test done in December showed no active cancer cells! God is
good. Thank you to everyone for the prayers and concerns.

** Please remember our shut-ins with a visit, phone call, card, or email along
with your prayers
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Today January 4, 2026
Executive Council Meeting 8:30 AM
Sunday Church School 9:00 AM
Holy Communion Service 10:00 AM
Council Meeting 11:00 AM

This Week
MON - 7 — 8:30 PM Soldiers of Christ Practice

NEXT SUNDAY
9:00 AM  Sunday Church School Classes
10:00 AM  Family Worship Service

Next Sunday's Readings

Third Sunday After Christmas
Isaiah 42: 1-9
Psalm 29: 1-11
Romans 6: 1-11
St. Matthew 3: 13-17

www.crossofchristlutheranchurch.org
http://www.facebook.com/CrossofChristLutheranChurchConcord
ClericalTeam@Gmail.com

prayercclc@gmail.com
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