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4500 Rimer Rd, Concord, NC  28025
Church 704-782-8483


					
A NALC Congregation
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Welcome to worship at Cross of Christ!
In the Cross of Christ I glory [image: ]


Ninth Sunday After Pentecost
July 26, 2026



(* Please stand as you are able)

PRELUDE                                           OUR ACCOMPANIST     MRS. YVONNE YOST

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
                                                                               
*BRIEF  ORDER  FOR  CONFESSION  AND  FORGIVENESS

P: In the name of the Father, and of the [image: ] Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.    
C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the [image: ] Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen            

[bookmark: _Hlk113863022][bookmark: _Hlk116019216]* OPENING HYMN           “Blessed Assurance ”          WOV 699

*APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.          
 C: And also with you.

*HYMN OF PRAISE: “Glory to God” 
[image: C:\Users\Pless\Documents\bulletins\LBW Services\HOLYCOM1\GRAPHICS.TIF\HC1G002.TIF]
*SALUTATION 
[bookmark: _Hlk113863050][image: A black and white image of a musical note

Description automatically generated]

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, your almighty power is most clearly shown in your mercy and pity. Multiply your grace that we may run to your promises and be made to share in your heavenly joy; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. He lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen

CHILDREN DISMISSED FOR CHILDREN'S CHURCH     
    
[bookmark: _Hlk107899947][bookmark: _Hlk116019306]FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 7: 6-9   (ESV)
6 “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations,

The Word of God for the people of God!       
C: Thanks be to God! 
[bookmark: _Hlk107899983][bookmark: _Hlk113863220][bookmark: _Hlk116019398]
PSALM 125: 1-5        (ESV)           READ RESPONSIVELY BY VERSE  
[bookmark: _Hlk107900114][bookmark: _Hlk113863250][bookmark: _Hlk116019482]Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion,
    which cannot be moved, but abides forever.
2 As the mountains surround Jerusalem,
    so the LORD surrounds his people,
    from this time forth and forevermore.
3 For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest
    on the land allotted to the righteous,
lest the righteous stretch out
    their hands to do wrong.
4 Do good, O LORD, to those who are good,
    and to those who are upright in their hearts!
5 But those who turn aside to their crooked ways
    the LORD will lead away with evildoers!
    Peace be upon Israel!

[bookmark: _Hlk113863323]SECOND READING: Romans 8: 28-39       (ESV)
28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of God for the people of God!       
[bookmark: _Hlk116019509][bookmark: _Hlk116019503]C: Thanks be to God!

*GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION [image: C:\Users\Pless\Documents\bulletins\LBW Services\HOLYCOM1\GRAPHICS.TIF\HC1G005.TIF]

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, 13th chapter.

[bookmark: _Hlk107900211][image: C:\Users\Pless\Documents\bulletins\LBW Services\HOLYCOM1\GRAPHICS.TIF\HC1G007A.TIF]

*THE HOLY GOSPEL: ST. MATTHEW 13: 44-52      (ESV) 
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.51 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

P: This is Gospel of our Lord.
[image: C:\Users\Pless\Documents\bulletins\LBW Services\HOLYCOM1\GRAPHICS.TIF\HC1G008A.TIF]


SERMON                                            Pastor George Hynes


[bookmark: _Hlk106616999][bookmark: _Hlk107900258][bookmark: _Hlk113863387]*SERMON HYMN     “Blest Be The Tie That Binds”      LBW 370
[bookmark: _Hlk116019551]
*APOSTLES' CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.    Amen


*RECEIVING  OF  OUR  TITHES AND OFFERINGS
*THE OFFERTORY   [image: C:\Users\Pless\Documents\bulletins\LBW Services\HOLYCOM1\GRAPHICS.TIF\2 non comm.tif]

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

*THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
		thy kingdom come, 
		thy will be done, 
			on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
	and forgive us our trespasses, 
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
	and lead us not into temptation, 
		but deliver us from evil. 
	For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
		forever and ever. Amen

*BENEDICTION          
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.
C: Amen                                                                                                              

[bookmark: _Hlk116019700]*SENDING HYMN       “How Great Thou Art”    LBW 532
                                                              
*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE                    

[bookmark: _Hlk107900416][bookmark: _Hlk113863654]                Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB127756.



















The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Kay Barbee by Larry Barbee and family.
We would like to thank Pastor George Haynes for leading our service today.
The Congregational Vote regarding two items: approval of church paving project and the replacement of the church boiler. The vote will take place August 2nd during the service.

Assistance for Kristi Drye's classroom - If you would like to assist with the replacement of school supplies lost due to the fire in Kristi Drye's classroom, please utilize this link: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/GEECVI027MP2 

Birthday Bags for Coltrane Life Center: The PBnJ Youth Group will be continuing with their birthday bags for the Coltrane Life Center participants through the end of the year.  Earlier in the year we completed May - August bags.  We are in need of the following items: Word Searches, Coloring Books, Ink Pens, Colored Pencils, $5 Gift Cards to places like Hardee's or Chick Fil A, Individual packs of Kleenex, Small Lotions, Colored Paper “Lunch” Bags or Small Birthday Bags. Thank you for your help with this project.


















July 26, 2026
We ask that you always have an individual’s permission before 
requesting their name be added to our Prayer List. 
Please send prayer list request additions or changes to
 prayercclc@gmail.com by Tuesday 5PM.

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people…  1Timothy 2:1

In the Fellowship of Cross of Christ
Wayne Peck; Carl Pless, Jr.
Call Process prayer requests: 1) Cross of Christ Church; 2) Call Committee; 3) Prospective pastors see our profile/video and consider a call here.

Shut-Ins
Bob and Joann Barrier; Brenda Barrier; Norman Goodman; 
Nell Hatley; John Trull.

Friends of Cross of Christ
Carolyn Campbell (Sister-in-law of Leonard & Belinda Campbell – Gall bladder surgery recovery); Bill Dickens (Friend of Cathy Smith & Community neighbor – surgery to remove 2 hernias); Josh Fabricius; April Funderburke; Elliott Glontz (Friend of Rusty & Rhonda Drye – New born NICU); 
Lee Gorforth; Cathy Heminger (Friend of Richard  and Jodie Strube – stage 4 pancreatic cancer with chemo started); Candice Horton; Cynthia Horton; 
Alicia McQueen; Jameson Nichols (Grandson of Keith & Cathy Smith – another dental surgery);  Hayden Polakowski; Earl Rahme(Friend of Earlene Cox – Blood clot in leg issues); Eric Starling; Susan Starling; Ruthie O’Brien; Daniel Pless; Jacob Rodgers; Nick Smith; Bob Wilson; Candace Yates

Carolina Mission Region Seminarians: Melanie Corn, Robert Dernbach,
 Lucas Safrit

Serving in the Military
Eaven Allison (Fairbanks, Alaska)

General Prayer Concerns:
* Ongoing Iran war impacts; Prayers for service members who have been injured and families of those who have lost their lives.
*Areas impacted by recent earthquakes

 ** Please remember our shut-ins with a visit, phone call, card, or email along with your prayers

Today  July 26, 2026
Sunday Church School                9:00 AM
Family Worship Service            10:00 AM







	This Week

MON:  7 – 8:30 PM Soldiers of the Cross of Christ   Practice 

	 
NEXT SUNDAY 
  8:30 AM    Executive Council Meeting        
  9:00 AM    Sunday Church School Classes
 10:00 AM   Holy Communion Service   
 11:00 AM   Council Meeting      
 

	     


                      
   



















Next Sunday's Readings
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 55: 1-5
Psalm 136: 1-9, 23-26
Romans 9: 1-13
St. Matthew 14:13-21












www.crossofchristlutheranchurch.org            http://www.facebook.com/CrossofChristLutheranChurchConcord
ClericalTeam@Gmail.com
prayercclc@gmail.com
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